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or contradicting the original theory. The 
attraction of this literature is that, under 
its  broad   shield  an  individual  can   be 
either Armenian,   or Calvanistic,   Semi- 
Pelagian, or anything else,  theologically, 
at will.    But with such authors as Chal- 
mers, and the Symingtons, Edwards and the 
Hodges, in our hands in subordination to 
the eternal word of God,  the student of 
to-day has a field of theological treasure 
open before him ; where gems of evangel- 
ical truth are   thickly   strewn, and where 
his own mind cannot fail to be stimulated 
by the products of human genius which he 
meets at every step.    Nor are the eviden- 
ces of intellectual activity   less   manifest 
in the departments of history and science, 
poetry and fiction, oratory  and  the mis- 
cellaneous publications of the newspaper 
press, religious and secular.    This is em- 
phatically an age of books ; and whether 
the development of the intellect is in every 
case healthy or not, the pace of thought 
is ever onward, rapid and astonishing.  If 
we pass to the contemplation of the enter- 
prises of the   period in which we live the 
observer can scarcely credit their multi- 
plicity and grandeur.    What has not hu- 
man enterprise produced and overcome! 
In its application of the power of  steam 
it has converted America into a workshop 
for the world.     It has changed the face of 
antiquity in Europe  and robbed- the do- 
mains of the ancient Dane and Celt, Teu- 
ton and Sclavonian in the habiliments of 
modern   civilization.      It   has   all    but 
bridged the Atlantic.    It has given depth 
and significance to the poets   apostrophe, 
••Hail Columbia Happy Land."    The Ap- 
palachian chain it has scaled and from the 
very apex of this stupendous range it has 
stopped at intervals to breathe its notes of 
success and defiance,   which   reverberate 
along pass and gorge until at last they are 
heard no more in   the   distance.    It has 
pierced the Rocky Mountains,  and fling- 
ing from its pathway the blocks of granite 
like particles of dust, it has neither flag- 
ged nor failed until the golden shores of 
the   Pacific   have   been    touched.    With 
bands of iron it has   linked   together the 
Atlantic and the Pacific, the lakes and the 
gulf.    It has opened up a highway for the 
missionary   and   the merchant; and over 
the broad acres of America has converted 
•the site of the wigwam into the seat of a 
lucrative   commerce.    Then,   too,   what 
tongue   can sing,   or what pen can de- 
scribe the triumphs of electricity in the ap- 
propriating hand of   science I    Through 
the most wondrous feats of human genius 
and enterprise time is distanced and space 

,   comparatively annihilated.    Europe  and 
America, Asia and Africa, Australia and 
the Islands of the sea hold converse with 
one another  as conveniently   as  if they 

were at each others doors. The great 
wants of every nation under the sun are 
brought into close proximity and over the 
circuit of the globe, and with the speed of 
lightning, travel, commerce and the Gos- 
pel, civilization and religion, bringing 
glory to God and freighted with good 
will to men. And the end is not yet. 
Passing by the names of Morse and Ful- 
ton and other giants of the past, what has 
the Lord wrought through the gifted 
Rontgen, of Wursburg, in Germany, and 
our own Edison of America ! Who can 
tell but that, by such intellectual agencies 
the great Eternal, the Creator of the Uni- 
verse, may bring forth the new heavens 
and the new earth wherein dwelleth right- 
eousness ! 

Third.    The age in which we live is 
remarkable for jealous efforts to secure 
the union of the Christian church.    That 
the visible church of Christ   is  divided 
cannot be denied.      Her primitive and 
apostolic unity has been waned by antag- 
onistic   sentiment  and  jarring  factions. 
Her  original   strength   and beauty have 
been greatly impaired by unseemly con- 
tentions and   sometimes even by   bitter 
feuds.    As of old, there is in. the church, 
the envy of Ephraim  and the  vexing of 
Judah.    Christ is wounded in the house of 
his friends, and his religion which in its 
origin and development is pure and peace- 
able, is robbed of much of its glory.    Un- 
der such circumstances, it is not strange 
that   Christians should  ask   themselves, 
how long shall this condition last ?     In 
view of unholy diyision   there should be 
great searchings of heart.    Within the last 
thirty years and   particularly   during the 
last half of this period, the  question of 
organic union among all denominations of 
Christians has been   pressed   with   ear- 
nestness and enthusiasm, both in Europe 
and America.    In some few cases unions 
have been effected, and valuable ends se- 
cured.     But  after  all   such   federations 
have, in my opinion tended, more or less 
to multiply divisions.    From  this fact it 
is obvious that the norm of unity is more 
comprehensive than we have hitherto sup- 
posed ; and that however grand and thril- 
ling may be the associations formed by 
effects along this line,  the union banner 
must have  something in addition to the 
formularies, or indeed we ought to say, 
instead of those formularies, upon which 
such  organizations   have   been   effected. 
We believe that nothing but the outpour- 
ing of the Holy Spirit in pentecostal ful- 
ness, accompanied by sound doctrine and 
the power and gladness, will heal the di- 
visions in the church.    Both under   the 
Old and  New Testament economy,   the 
history of the church furnishes evidence 
that the aegis of union was inadequate to 

ward off wickedness and consequent di- 
vine displeasure.    Aaron and the immense 
crowd which surrounded him were surpris- 
ingly united in the worship of the golden 
calf; but at this very time they were cor- 
rupting the worship of God.      The  ten 
tribes that met at Bethel, in the days of 
Rehoboam were as much united as the two 
which sat at Jerusalem.     After centuries 
of division, the Christian church became 
singularly united in the sixth and seventh 
centuries ; she had pushed her missionary 
conquests east and west; she had succeed- 
ed in mollifying the predatory Goth, the 
fiery Hun, and the savage Vandal.    Uni- 
ty and Catholicity perched upon her brow, 
when in the person of Pope Leo,   she re- 
ceived from  Pekin the Short, the patri- 
mony of St. Peter.    But even then a cor- 
rupted doctrine, a sensuous worship, an 
unhealthy discipline, and an anti-Christ- 
ian   goverment,   overspread  the   greater 
part of Christendom.     That the church 
shall one day be visibly united we have 
not the shadow of doubt.    For this end 
unceasing prayer and well directed scrip- 
tural effort should constantly be   made. 
Nor have we any wish to call in question 
the motives or position of those who have 
already    entered   into   organic    unions. 
Nevertheless it is our boundenduty, as we 
of the present generation are responsible 
to future generations, as much as we love 
union, and as much as we pray tor it, not 
to decieve ourselves by taking up with the 
name without the reality, the shadow with- 
out the substance ; and being captivated 
with the cry of union, without examining 
under the focus of scriptural truth, every 
system which may challenge our attention, 
ane claim for itself the right to universal 
recognition. 

But we proceed to notice the character 
of the people required to meet the wants 
of such times. 

First.    It is scarcely necessary to stop 
here to show that scholars are always in 
demand.    The day has passed, if indeed 
it   ever   was,    when   miracles   may    be 
wrought by ignorance.    To be instrumen- 
tal in storming the stronghold of sin and 
Satan in the world ; to counteract the ef- 
forts  of  infidelity,   atheism,   skepticism, 
and anti-Christianism, ministers are need- 
ed.    But to accomplish his work the min- 
ister must be a scholar.    Teachers are re- 
quired  to  direct the  education   of   the 
young, and prepare them for the duties of 
practical life.      But the associations of 
educators, should be a league of scholars. 
Some years ago the young man desiring 
to commence   his  studies,   prior to   the 
practice of medicine was not examined in 
the arts, the sciences, nor in literature, 
nor was even asked about his educational 
advancement.      Now, however, he must 


